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Publisher’s Note

The present work was undertaken by the Ganga-
natha Jha Research Institute, with the financial help
of the Ministry of Education, Government of India.
Collection and collation of the manuscripts and, later,
the editing and printing of the text took considerably
longer than was excepted. Even so, after the text had
been printed, it was found to contain numerous errors
which were mainly due to both the editing and the
proof-reading being done by different persons at differ-
ent times. Some of the forms had to be reprinted and
Errata had to be appended. However, misprints per-
taining to Anusvara, and the division of Padas and
Compounds could not be included in the Lrrata. These
can be corrected only in the second edition of the
work.

The editing was done under the general supervision
of the late Mahamahopadhyaya Umesha Mishra and
later Mahamahopadhyaya Gopinath Kaviraja who has
also kindly written (in Hindi) an extensive Introduction
to the work. I am sincerely grateful to him. My thanks
are also due to Pandit Sitanatha Jha and Dr. Kishor
Nath Jha of the Ganganatha Jha Research Institute,
who have helped in the editing and proof-reading of
the text. Dr. Kishor Nath Jha has also prepared not
only the Errata but also the several Parisistas which
will be of great help to the intérested reader in unravel-
ling the riddles of numerous Slokas of the text.
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The Ganganatha Jha Research Institute has been
taken over by the Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan, Ministry
of Lducation, Government of India, since the lst of
June 1971, and it has been renamed as ‘Ganganath Jha
Kendriya Sanskrit Vidyapeetha’ As the Principal of
the Vidyapeetha, I have great pleasure in presenting
to the scholars the Kamakalakhanda of the Makhakala-
sahitd, an extensive and important treatise on Tantra.
It is hoped that one more Khanda of the work, the
{ Guhyakalikhanda will be published by this Vidyapeetha
in the near future.

Ganganatha Jha Kendriya

Sanskrit Vidyapeetha,

Motilal Nehru Park,

ALLAHABAD. ARYENDRA SHARMA

July 20, 1971. Principal.
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FOREWORD

Mahamahopadhyaya Dr Umesha Mishra, the late
Secretary of the (Ganganatha Jha Research Institute,
made a propesal to the Government of India in 1961
when he was the Vice-Chanceller of the K. S. Sanskrit
University, Darbhanga, that the famous work on Tantra
called Makakalasasishita be taken up for publication.
The scheme he drew up involved a total expenditure
of Rs. 1,22,964. In 1963 the Central Sanskrit Board
approved the scheme in principle and made an initial
grant of Rs. 5,000 only “for transcription, collation,
microfilming and taking photostat copies of the Manu-
scripts of the work, provided it was undertaken by the
Ganganatha Jha Research Institute”..

Thereupon Dr. Mishra approached various Manu-
script collections for copies of the work. In particular,
he made prolonged efiorts to get copies of the Manu-
scripts of the work from Nepal. Through the good
offices of the late Prime Minister of India, Shri Lal Baha-
dur Shastri and the then Indian Ambassador in Nepal,
Shri Shriman Narain, he succeeded in finding out that
there are nearly 33 Manuscripts of the huge.work in
the Nepalese library, covering ncarly 3740 .folia. The
charges for transcribing them came o more than
Rs. 18,700. It was, therefore, arranged that photostat
copies of the most complete textfrom among these
alone should be obtained. Accordingly, through the
patient efforts of Dr. Indu Shekhar, Cultural Attache
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in the Embassy of India, Nepal, photostat copies of
107 folia of Kamakalakhanda portion were procured by
the end of 1966. Dr. Indu Shekhar wrote to the
Secretary :  “Further photographs of the fragmentary
Mss. are not possible as these do not contain much
relevant or important material ; if you are keen to get
fragmentary portions photographed it will cost tremen-
dously which I believe will be a waste”. It is only
now, after several years of continucd efforts, that in
February 1971 the Archaeology Department of the
Government of Nepal have assured us that a photostat
copy of the complete Manuscript of the Guhyakalikhanda
also can be sent to the Institute at a cost of Rs. 1650.
Arrangements have been made to procure this photostat
copy as well.

Meanwhile, efforts were made to obtain copies of
the Manuscripts of Malkakalasarihita elsewhere too. It
is regretted that though it is reported that complete
copies of the Manuscript of the work are available
with some Pandits, such as, Shri Jeeveshwar Singh, Bela
Palace, Darbhanga; Pandit Rajeshwar Shastri Dravid,
Principal, Sanga Veda Vidyalaya, Varanasi;and a
Pandit at Shahjahanpur, Uttar Pradesh, they have so
far been reluctant to allow them to be used by the
Institute.

Nevertheless, so far we have succeeded in finding

out the following portions of the Manuscript of the
Makakalasambhita :

(1) From Patala 181 to Patala 195 called Guhyakali-
khanda. There are five photostat-copies of it in our
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actual possession : (a) one from Chandradhari Museum,
Darbhanga—Ms. No CSMT/64 ; (b)-(c) #two from K.
S. D. Sanskrit University, Darbhanga Bundle No. 164
and Bundle No. 231 ; (d)-(e) fwo from Varanaseya
Sanskrit University, Varanasi—Ms. No. 24709 and
Ms. No. 24897. We have had access to two more
Manuscripts of this portion but have not yet been
able to procure their photostat copies: (f) orne at
K. S. D. Sanskrit University, Darbhanga, Bundle
No. 167 and (g) one at Varanaseya Sanskrit Uni-
versity, Varanasi Ms. No. 54230/12/180 Tantra. The
Archaeology Department, Government of Nepal have
also promised (as pointed out above) to send a photostat
copy of this portion, but we have not yet had access
to it.

A portion of Guhyakultkhanda is said to have been
printed in Unpublished Upanisads, Adyar, 1933, pages
410-420 and a Devanagari Ms. of folia 69-302, Patala
193 is also reported to exist in the Royal Asatic Society
of Bengal, Calcutta, No. 6818 (vide—Tantra Mss., 1940,
Vol. VIII, pt. 2, p. 873).

(2) Pctala 221. There is only one Manuscript of it
in the local Uttar Pradesh State Archives Library,
Ms. No. 7222. We have not yet been able to procure
its photostat copy.

(3) From Patala 241 to Patala 255 called Kamakala-
khanda. There are three photostat copies of it in our
actual possession: (a) ome from State Library, Nepal,
which is the only complete Ms. available ; (b) one
incomplete copy from Chandradhari Museum, Dar-
bhanga, Ms. No. CGSMT/64, and (c) another incomplete
copy from K. S.D. Sanskrit University, Darbhanga,
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Bundle No. 161. We have had access to one more
incomplete Manuscript of this portion but have not yet
been able to procure its photostat copy; it is at Vara-
naseya Sanskrit University, Varanasi, Ms. No. 54230/
12/180 Tantra.

(4) Unidentified portion of Kalakaltkhanda containing
“Kalakalisahasranamz.””> There are two Manuscripts
of this portion : on¢ in our own Research Institute, Ms.
No. St. 938/6983 and anotker in the local Uttar Pra-
desh State Archives Library, Ms. No 6636.

It will thus be seen that of the known 255 Patalas
only 30 complete and one incomplete Patala have come
to our knowledge. It ishoped that it will be possible
to trace out and unearth the remaining portions at an
early date.

In view of these difficulties and the vast nature of
the work it was felt that we need not wait endlessly for
the entire Manuscripts of the work to be procured and
start the work of transcription and collation of the
available sections. Accordingly, the Institute appointed
Pandits and Research Scholars for the purpose under
the Editorship of Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Umesha
Mishra. Unfortunately the Government did not sanc-
tion the full expenses of transcription and collation work
and the Institute was obliged to engage them sporadi-
cally whencver it could afiord to do so. Among those
who have been thus employed by the Institute for
transcription and collation of AMahakalasaiinkita Manu-
scripts so far, mention may be made of Dr. Asha Ram
Tripathi, Pandit Babu Ram Upadhyaya, Pandit Deve-
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ndra Mishra, Pandit Jayakishora jha and Pandit Teka-
nath Jha.

It was possible only in January 1970 to have a full-
time rcgular Pandit for this work when the munificent
donation fiom the Beni Prasad Sarojini Tandon Trust a
Scholarship of Rs. 200 per month was made by the pre-
mier Rais of the city, Sri Beni Prasad Tandon. Besides
this in March 1970 when the Institute financesimproved,
the post of a part-time Pandit in the Manuscript Dcpait-
ment of the Institute which was temporarily transferred
tc Mahakalasamhita Department was converted into a
post of full-time Manuscript Pand:t, and the Beni Prasad
Sarojini Tandon Trust Scholar could also be given an
additional salary of Rs. 100 per month. Since then
Pandit Sitanatha Jha as Beni Prasad Sarojini Tandon
Trust Scholar and now as Manuscript Pandit and Dr.
Kishor Nath Jha as Manuscript Pandit and now as
Research Officer are engaged on the task of transcri-
bing and collating these Manuscripts.

Dr. Umesha Mishra was able to edit the Kamakald-
ihanda only in part when the cruel hands of Death took
him away from this world in September 1967. There-
upon Mahamahopadhyaya Dr. Gopi Nath Kavi iraj, late
Principal of the Government Sanskrit College, Varanasi
and the most elderly and eminent Tantra Scholar in
India who is also the President of this Institute, very
kindly undertook the work of editing. It is a matter of
gratification that Pandit Kaviraj has been able to com-
plete the editorial work of the Kamakalakhanda and it is
hereby possible for us to place it hefore the scholarly
world. Its publication, no less than the learned intro-
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duction appended to it, would give everyone an idea of
what the huge work would ultimately be.

I am also happy to make it public that the collation
work of Gulyakalikhanda is nearing completion and it is
also likely to be published at an early date.

The publication f Kamakaldkhanda is no small matter
of satisfaction to me personally, as I have thus been
able to realise, albeit partly, a dream which my pre-
decessor and father the late Mahamahopadhyaya had
of bringing to light this lost treasure of the hoary past.

Jayvakanta Mjshra
April 8, 1971. Honorary Secretary
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